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Report on Experimental Development of Traversing
a Pilot-Rope over a Strait by Helicopter

oW - #| H A &F BZ**
Masanori YOKOYAMA Yoshihiko TAGUCHI

All the methods which have been traditionally adopted for stretching a pilot rope, rely largely on the

use of a barge. Operations of the barge are likely to be greatly affected by the actual sociological

conditions such as the magnitude of tidal current velocity and the traffic volume of ships on the sea.

It has been a long time since the idea for using a helicopter in erection was started. And therefore a

comparison between a typical type of barge conditions of the sea and helicopter erection method was

done. An experiment on some items to be considered also carried out, so as to put the later method into

practical use. The results show that the helicopter method is very beneficial in erecting long suspension

bridge like Akashi Kaikyou Bridge where work using a helicopter can be done safely and the problems

of construction management can be successfully solved. It is confirmed by this comparison that by

using helicopter stretching is simpler and can be carried out in shorter period than expected.
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