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Report on Stretching a Pilot Rope at the AKASHI-KAIKYO Bridge by Helicopter
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As to AKASHI-KAIKYO Bridge now under construction, pilot rope stretching work was carried out across the sea by

helicopter on Nov. 10, 1993. It was the first attempt to use this kind of work method for super-long suspension bridge in
Japan. This construction method had been studied since about five years ago for practical use and it was adopted this time

through two times of experiments by Honshu-Shikoku Bridge Authority. As a result, the pilot rope stretching was completed

successfully in very short time and with small scale facilities, as anticipated from experiment and study. Furthermore, the

rope could be stretched with the shape as planned, without invading waterway even during stretching across the sea,
allowing any navigating vessel to pass through the channel as usual. We are convinced that future super-long suspension
bridge construction plan became more realistic by the success of this work method in AKASHI-KAIKYO Bridge. The aim
of this paper is to report the details of the work carried out in AKASHI KAIKYO Bridge.
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